Gratitude Report

My husband Barry’s cancer diagnosis turned our lives
upside down. When we found Wellspring Calgary we
picked an easy place to start ... a two-hour evening
house concert; very little interaction would be required.
Now we are at Wellspring taking programs every week.
I have realized a dream to play ukulele — it gives
me joy and is a tool to better balance the fear and my
caregiving hours. Barry enjoys music too and he also
took Brain Fog and Living Well with Cancer. He likes
the people — talking and sharing has been good for him.
In my view, cancer is one of those diseases that is best
treated with medicine, compassion, and a heaping dose
of WELLSPRING.

Norma, Caregiver Member
Cancer is a vicious bully. It beats
you up and robs you... leaves you
feeling weak and vulnerable.
Wellspring Calgary is this friend
you didn’t know you had. It comes
along and reaches down and
picks you up — pulls you into this
embrace — lets you know you are
not alone. You may have suffered
tremendous blows, but Wellspring
gives you back some of what you
lost. It gives you hope, confidence,
joy, security.
If you have cancer, you need
Wellspring.

Ian, Member
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Thank you! These two simple

words embody our profound sincerity as we
contemplate and celebrate this important
point in our history. Our co-founders knew
personally, the immense need for additional
life-affirming supports following a cancer
diagnosis. With a dedicated Founding
Board, impassioned volunteers, exceptional
facilitators, capable staff, and ALL OF YOU...
Wellspring Calgary came to life 10 years ago.
Much has happened since, including a move
to a generously donated homebase —
Carma House in the northwest, a pilot in
south Calgary, and particularly, the ongoing
privilege of serving more who have needed
our programs and resources. In fact, our year
over year growth has been so substantial
(serving 156 members in our first year, to
just under 5,000 in 2017), that we opened
a second temporary centre, Fountain
Court, in 2016, and have now turned our
sights to plans for our permanent second
centre, Randy O’Dell House, which will
open in 2019. Much is still to come. Since
inception, Wellspring Calgary has worked

to be responsive and inclusive and we look
forward to the opportunity to develop further
relationships, enabling us to serve more in
the years to come through our Southern
Alberta Strategy. With “listen first” as our
guiding tenet, we are earnestly striving to
understand how we can best support those
living with cancer and their caregivers in
southern Alberta, including Indigenous
communities. We also imminently look
forward to serving families, as we listen and
acknowledge the vital need for support for
children, when a parent is living with cancer.
All of this is because of you, our donors and
supporters who see the pervasiveness of
cancer, and know the transformative power
of giving. To you, we extend our sincere
gratitude on behalf of our members, who
entrust us with their confidence and faith as
they build strength and resilience. You are
agents of positive change in our community.
This gratitude report is for you.
David Harvie, President
Patti Morris, Executive Director
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Highlights
Membership
Numbers

Volunteer
Hours

Program
Delivery Hours

2007:

156

2007:

2,884

2007:

3,320

2011:

1,565

2011:

8,817

2011:

18,261

2017:

4,898

2017:

12,676

2017:

31,848

At Wellspring we look
forward to feeling
comfortable and cared for,
to forming new friendships,
and trying out activities
we’ve never done before.
Wellspring is important to
us both during this time in
our life.

Josephine,
Caregiver Member

Participating in Wellspring’s programs, such as meditation,
Qigong, music, yoga, gardening, and outdoor activities,
I feel empowered. I have been happily engaged with the
people and the new world around me. I’ve regained peace of
mind and a sense of gratitude and clarity in my life.

Louis, Member
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2017 Summarized Statement
of Financial Position
Assets
Current assets

$5,984,347

Capital assets

2,602,883

Investments - long term

7,465,315
$16,052,545

Liabilities & net assets
Current liabilities

$728,176

Deferred contributions - long term

6,110,786

Endowments & other net assets

9,213,583
$16,052,545

2017 Summarized Statement
of Operations
Revenue
Donations

At 32 I was diagnosed with

$1,178,677

Revenue & donations from events

570,241

Investment & other income

333,757
$2,082,675

being laid off from work, I
decided to try an art class at
Wellspring Calgary and since
then Wellspring has been a big
part of what keeps me going.

Expenses
Programs

metastatic breast cancer. After

$1,490,782

It gets me out of the house and
gives me time with people who

Fundraising

274,989

have gone through, or are going

Campaign

179,919

through something similar. It’s

Administration

169,462

Events

52,638

Amortization

57,825
$2,225,615

Other items
Realized ten year gifts
Investment realized net gains & other

comforting. Art pulled me in but
now Wellspring is more about
the people. It’s a very caring and
supportive community.

Danielle, YA Member

$544,385
318,489
$862,874

Excess of revenue over expenses

$719,934

For a copy of the complete audited financial statements, please see our
website www.wellspringcalgary.ca or contact us at 403.521.5292.
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2009
2007
Wellspring Calgary
commences operations
in leased space in
Parkdale. This year also
marks the beginning
of a lasting and
celebrated partnership
with the Cancervive
event.

Moved into Carma
House NW —
generously built and
donated by Carma
Developers (now
Brookfield Residential).
Lost a treasured
Wellspring friend
and co-founder
John Stephure
to cancer.

2016
2014
Opened a south pilot
Showhome project
thanks to the generosity
of Cedarglen Homes
and Alberta Cancer
Foundation. This pilot
informed and launched
our south expansion
strategy. Received our
first $1M gift from Jack
Anderson and Dr. Wendy
Ovaris to launch the
campaign.
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Opened Fountain Court
in SE Calgary. Many
community partners
came together to support
this opening. Received
a $4M transformational
gift from Randy O’Dell to
name the south house.
Private family foundation
also pledged $500,000
towards south expansion.

2013

2010
Reached $6M
endowment goal
thanks to 17-plus
community donors.

Launched the Money Matters
program, a solution-based program
with significant positive impact on
those facing employment, financial
and insurance barriers during cancer.
Thanks to supporters RBC Foundation,
The Calgary Foundation, a private
family foundation and various
individual donors.

2017
Officially launched the
Campaign for Wellspring
Calgary with a goal of $12.9M,
including Randy O’Dell
House in Seton, member
services and program delivery,
and a platform to serve
southern Albertans from Red
Deer to the Montana border.

2019 will mark the official
opening of Wellspring Calgary
Randy O’Dell House in Seton!
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Calgary is sustaining our
Wellspring Community
Events represent an integral part of our annual revenue. In fact,
the very first Cancervive event helped launch Wellspring Calgary
in 2007, raising over $300,000 through its peloton cycling
event. Fast forward a decade to 2017 when, through events, our
partners, supporters and YOU raised a significant portion of the
revenue Wellspring requires annually to provide the 45-plus
programs and resources for our members and their families.

Did you know?

And so on behalf of our members, people whose lives have been
turned upside down by cancer, we thank you. Because of you,
nearly 5,000 members have had free access to vital services,
information and a community of people to help them find their
centre of gravity.

people like you who dedicate

Wellspring does not receive
any core government or United
Way funding; we rely solely on
foundations, organizations and
your time, talent and treasure
to our mission to serve those
living with cancer.

Thanks to you, no one has to face cancer alone.

Wellspring
Signature Events
(we host and manage)
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Partner Events

Community Led
Events

(external volunteer groups
host and manage)

(others who kindly dedicate proceeds
to Wellspring)

•

You can't Trump a hair-raising experience!
With Quinn Johnson

•

World Health Annual Golf Tournament

•

Midtown Mosaic, 12th Annual Fine Art
Show and Sale

•

Willow Park Charity Wine Auction (funds
in 2018)

•

Kathie MacDuff’s Hair Razing Affair

•

Bow Cycle & Sports 60th Anniversary
Celebrations (funds in 2018)

Answering
the Call
With the staggering number of
people diagnosed with cancer
(one in two of us in our lifetime),
there is no doubt that the
addition of a second permanent
Wellspring Calgary facility is
imperative and we are thrilled to
report that our city is stepping up
to make that happen.
Propelled by Wellspring’s vision
to ensure no one has to face
cancer alone, our Campaign for
Wellspring Calgary is in full forward
motion, engaging the change
makers in our city, and we are
heartened by the response. Cancer
has a galvanizing effect, and many
who care are rising to the occasion
to help sustain and empower our
families, friends and neighbours
who are living with cancer.
As most of you know, Wellspring
Calgary is an essential organization.
The positive impacts of our
remarkable community of support
are clearly evident and are
frequently proclaimed by members
in profoundly moving testimonies
you’ll find in this report and on
our website.
Our Campaign Cabinet is highly
engaged and motivated, as are
our donors who are generously
stepping up to make a new
Wellspring Calgary facility happen.
At time of print, thanks to many of
you, we are well over halfway to
our $12.9M goal, enabling us to
bump up our timeline by one year.

Randy O’Dell House set to open in Seton in summer 2019. This is good
news for the thousands of people living with cancer, some travelling
from as far south and east as Lethbridge and Medicine Hat to access
Wellspring’s life affirming programs.

We plan to be breaking ground
in the summer of 2018 and open
Wellspring Calgary’s Randy O’Dell
House in Seton in the summer
of 2019.
On behalf of people living with
this disease, we thank you and
we forge ahead dedicated to our
mission and doubling our efforts
to reach our goal.
Cancer presents a brutal challenge,
but at Wellspring Calgary we have
a formidable line of defense —
a community that builds faith,
strength and resilience.

Achieving our
goal of $12.9M
will fund:
•

Construction of Randy O’Dell
House including land, furniture,
fixtures, technology and
equipment

•

Development of a delivery
platform to serve residents
of southern Alberta through
Randy O’Dell House

•

Increased program delivery:
face-to-face, onsite and offsite,
for people living in Calgary and
southern Alberta

•

Growth of the existing
endowment to sustain our
operations into the future

And so forward we go.

John Osler, Q.C.
Partner, McCarthy Tetrault LLP

Campaign Chair, Campaign for
Wellspring Calgary
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10 Year View…
Wellspring Up Close
What a decade it has been for Wellspring Calgary.
Speaking from the unique perspective of an early
employee and an enduring enthusiast; one who
has sampled a full complement of Wellspring’s
offerings (employee, member, volunteer, facilitator
and donor), I am impassioned when I say this
organization is vital … rich in purpose, in value, and
in heart-stirring impact.

gracious Wellspringers
and discovered what it is
like to have such amazing
information, resources
and support, free of charge.
I felt exceptionally blessed, at that
difficult time, to have had Wellspring in my life.

Now, more than a decade later, my cancer has
abated and my passion for living wholeheartedly
When I joined Wellspring as Program Manager in
is amplified. It is immense and magnificent and
2007 there were 150 members. We were a small
forever fueled by the underpinnings of Wellspring’s
operation with big vision, mammoth heart and
sustenance. And so I am moved to give back. To give
boundless spirit. Our mission was crystal clear: we
to Wellspring members the gift that Wellspring has
were here for people living with cancer. And the
given to me. I am honoured to be a facilitator sharing
people who needed us came. They came because
the philosophies of Living Well. And as I glimpse the
cancer is hard, and medical treatment is not enough. thousands who have found Wellspring, and envision
They came because they needed to have their souls the thousands more to come, I am flooded with
fed. And remarkably, the funding came too. Calgary relief for them, and filled with my own unrelenting
is that kind of place — a place where people take
gratitude.
care of people.
To our donors … take a bow … what a spectacular
Then in 2008 cancer paid me a visit and my
difference you have made.
perspective changed. I experienced firsthand the
magic of Wellspring. As I joined a community of
Trudy Boyle
500 members, I rallied with the help of all those
Wellspring Calgary Facilitator

Feedback
that Counts
I received the support I needed

98%

I feel better prepared to manage going forward

99%

I have gained knowledge and skill to address my needs

100%

I would recommend Wellspring to others

100%

Each year our members
tell us how they feel
about the support they
receive from Wellspring.
In 2017 our members
gave us this feedback:
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(said yes)

Mission
Wellspring Calgary is a
warm and welcoming
community that provides
a comprehensive range
of support, resources
and programs so anyone
living with cancer and
the people who care
about them can improve
the quality of their lives.

Vision
No one has to face
cancer alone.

Board of
Directors
2017
President
David Harvie
Vice President
Dr. Kevin Hanrahan
Treasurer
Susan A. Woodward
Secretary
Jean Disturnal
Directors
Alexandra (Alex) Federucci
Bill (William) G. Gilliland
Thomas Lui
Dr. Sean McFadden
Dr. Alison Murray
Kent Parlee
Graham Reiser
Steven Reilly
Wes Tatebe
Deborah Turnbull
Rod Wilson
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In 2017 alone, nearly 6,000 families, companies and foundations across Canada
supported Wellspring Calgary’s mission. Most had been touched by cancer – either
themselves or a family member or friend. All felt compelled to help… to make a
difference… to ensure that anyone living with cancer could freely access Wellspring’s
programs, resources and support. We cannot name everyone, but we do want to give
special recognition to our event sponsors who make it possible that your donations
more fully support our programs and mission.

Toupee for a Day

Light It Up Calgary

“ Where Service Makes a

Firefighter Stairclimb Challenge

of Difference”

FOSTER’S GARDEN CHAPEL

SOUTH CALGARY FUNERAL CENTR

Wellspring Carma House

Wellspring Fountain Court

/WellspringCalgary

1404 Home Road NW

#120, 703 - 64 Ave SE

@wellspringYYC

Calgary, AB T3B 1G7

Calgary, AB T2H 2C3

Ph: 403.521.5292

Ph: 587.747.0260

Wellspring Calgary

wellspringcalgary.ca

