
“The greatness of a community  
is most accurately measured by  
the compassionate actions of  

its members.”

– Coretta Scott King

“Wellspring is my community. Here I feel 
understood and I am totally immersed in 

friendship, support and genuine kindness.” 

– Wellspring Calgary Member

It is truly fitting that the theme of Wellspring 

Calgary’s 2018 gratitude report is community, 

for it is indeed the compassionate actions of our 

community that have given rise to Wellspring 

and sustained and supported our efforts to serve. 

It is also the power of community that ensures 

that no one has to face cancer alone. And it is our 

community of supporters, all of you, who have made 

it possible for even more people living with cancer to 

experience transformational change this year. 

David Harvie, President  

Patti Morris, Executive Director
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would recommend Wellspring to others

feel their quality of 
life has improved 

feel empowered  
to manage cancer 

feel less isolated 
in their journey 

In 2018 5,673 members had access to 35,182 hours of program delivery.

 fuel responsive forward thinking

 make it possible to serve more Albertans

 help create a strong, united cancer community
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At age 31, I was happily married and looking forward to a bright future 

when my world came crashing down. I was diagnosed with breast cancer.  

I underwent surgery, chemo, and 20 rounds of radiation before they finally 

thought they got it all. Then just under two years later, the cancer came 

back, same side, same spot. My cancer is very aggressive and my story is 

unbelievable – even to me. 

But on a bright note, while doing radiation I found Wellspring Calgary. 

I was looking for ways to get back into a headspace where I wasn’t 

constantly worrying and could start looking forward. I joined Wellspring 

and took watercolour, creative journaling, and yoga. I couldn’t believe 

how much better I felt. Wellspring gave me new friends and the space 

to focus on something not cancer related. I loved doing art – getting 

in touch with my feelings and pouring them out. Being creative is a 

beautiful thing. It forces you to be in the moment. 

We all fall apart – that’s cancer – but Wellspring helped bring me back. It 

helped me stand up and face the world again. It’s not the same world, but 

it’s my world now, my new world, and am learning to make the best of it. 

– Marloes Prestie

A refreshed five-year strategic plan will see us increase our current response 

level over the next five years. This strategic plan is built around:

1. the anticipated growth trajectory of cancer and cancer survivorship,

2. the capacity issues experienced by Wellspring Calgary at Carma House,

3. the results gathered from Wellspring Calgary south pilot, and

4. our early southern Alberta strategy work. 

Successful implementation of this plan will result in continued quality 

programs, services and resources delivered to more individuals living with 

cancer and their families across southern Alberta. It will also enable a 

strong foundation and fundraising program reflective of changing revenue 

requirements to sustain our efforts.

Jack Anderson’s support in 2014 inspired Wellspring to refresh our five 

year strategic plan. A transformational gift from Randy O’Dell in 2016 

and support from a private family foundation allowed our plan to move 

forward. The Campaign began in 2016 and by December 2018, our 

community raised $10,763,075 toward our $12,900,000 goal. Collectively, 

you – donors, grantors, funders, construction partners and supporters – 

are funding three Campaign priorities:

• Randy O’Dell House 

• Wellspring Calgary Member Programs and Services Delivery

• Sustainability: Enhancing our Endowment

We responded to our community by embarking on two new program streams. 

Our new Family Friendly Programs are designed to include kids, to unite and 

support member families, and to offer coping strategies for the family as a 

unit. Our Noncurable Cancer Programs are geared to the unique challenges 

of the roughly 25 per cent of our members who are living with cancer that is 

considered Stage IV, advanced, and /or incurable.
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